Within its geographical range M. daltoni appears to form a sizeable component of the small rodent fauna. Anadu (1974) showed that it made up about one-third of all the mice caught in his study area, while Happold (1975) also reported that it was one of the commonest species caught in other savanna areas of Western Nigeria. The biology of this mouse has however remained neglected and there is presently no published information on its breeding habits. The data presented here provide information on the age of mice at sexual maturity, litter size, number of litters per year, and pre-natal mortality. These parameters are evidently useful in estimating the reproductive output of the population.
M ATER IALS A ND M ETHODS
T he sam pling tech n iq u e and the study area have been described in a separate paper (Anadu, in press). T he breeding tech n iq u e is the sam e as w a s described for Mus musculoides T em m inck (An a d u, 1976) . A slig h t m odification in the feed in g regim e, h ow ever, is that since 1975 m ice h a v e been fed on crushed com m ercial m ouse cubes enriched w ith D icalciu m p hosphate (C alcium hydrogen orthophosphate) and a vita m in /tra ce elem en ts su p p lem en t, w h ile fresh ly sprouted cereals w ere su pplied once a w eek. In addition, in tact cubes w ere provid ed in order to satisfy m ou se urge to hoard and to hold food in their paw s w h ile feeding.
T he laboratory colony w as started w ith ten liv e-tr a p p ed young adults. Three of these (tw o fem a les and one m ale) w ere caught at O lokem eji in 1971 w h ile the rest (four fem ales and three m ales) w ere collected from A je-P ero in 1975. Mice bred readily and a total of 239 in d iv id u a ls from 76 litters w ere raised in captivity.
RESULTS

B reeding Season
Details of breeding activity in the wild population have been published elsewhere (Anadu, in press). Breeding took place virtually in all months of the year, but there were marked peaks of activity at the beginning of the year (late February to April) and towards the end of the rainy season (September to November, extending to December in 1972).
A ge at S ex u a l M aturity
The age at sexual maturity in wild caught mice was determined by the method of Leslie, e t al. (1945). The median body weights at sexual maturity were: females; 26.2 gm, range 25.1-27.3 gm (P = 0.95), males; 27.5 gm, range 26.4-28.6 gm (P = 0.95). The lightest live-trapped fem ale with a perforate vagina weighed 25 gm, and one autopsied specimen was pregnant at 23 gm, but all embryos were resorbing. The youngest scrotal male caught weighed 25 gm. Both sexes therefore reached sexual maturity at similar body weights. Estimates of age made from the growth rate of laboratory reared animals (Anadu, in preparation) suggested that mice attained these average weights at about 18-22 weeks of age.
L itter Size
Mean litter size based on 18 pregnancies conceived in the field was 5.55 (Table 1 ). The range of implanted embryos was three to ten, with five as the frequent number. A clear correlation could not be established between maternal age and litter size. Fig. 1 however suggests The mean litter size for the laboratory colony was 3.93. The range wa? one to seven with four as the modal number. Student's t-test showed that the difference between the mean litter sizes in the wild and captive -bred fem ales was highly significant (t = 3.21 with 21 degrees of freedom; P < 0.01). The laboratory data, however, refer to the number of young at birth and do not take into account intra-uterine mortalities which probably acount for the disparity.
No significant difference was observed in the distribution of embryos between the uterine horns (x2 = 3.24 with 1 degree of freedom; 0.10 > P > 0.05). can rear two to three litters in succession during the two annual periods of intense breeding activity. Thus a fem ale which took part in these peak breeding seasons could produce five to six litters within a year. Estimates of the minimum number of previous litters based on counts of visible placental scars indicated that about 25°/o of breeding fem ales had produced two to three litters.
P re-n a ta l M ortality
In utero resorption of embryos was observed in three pregnant females ( Table 2) . Two of them were parous old adults one of which had seven, and the other ten embryos; in the former fem ale two embryos, and in the latter all ten embryos were resorbing. The third female, a precocious sub-adult already referred to elsewhere, had five resorbing embryos. A comparison of the number of in utero embryos and the number of obvious corpora lutea showed that only four embryos had been lost in four separate pregnancies. Thus the total embryonic m ortality in this sample was 21 representing 23.6% of total observed embryos. Table. maturity) tend to produce larger litters than these young mice, it is reasonable to assume that full reproductive vigour is not attained until mice are almost one year old. But only a few mice would ever live this long. Thus the population is prevented from breeding at its maximum capacity and the only major contributors of offspring are fem ales born at the beginning of the wet season.
The relatively low population density in M. daltoni therefore appears to be maintained by a combination of extrinsic and intrinsic factors (as 
